
This exhibition presents work by two artists, Sonia Boué and Ashokkumar Mistry.

In 1937, almost 4,000 Basque child refugees travelled on the SS Habana to Southampton during the Spanish Civil War. 

In preparation for this exhibition, the artists spent a long time in the University of Southampton’s archives. They found
photographs, documents and objects related to the children and their life in England.

Both artists are neurodivergent. They wanted to make a multisensory exhibition full of bright 
colours, sound and artwork you can touch. 

Las Gemelas: Arrival (a lexicon of unmaking)

Ashokkumar Mistry

How do you think the children felt when they arrived in England?

The small dresses and shirts (Las Obras) have been made by local people. Mistry designed a
fabric pattern that includes photographs of the refugee children, who were often photographed
in costumes. These images were turned into postcards and sold to raise money for their care.

Where else can you find photographs of the children in the exhibition?

Ashokkumar Mistry’s artwork explores the Basque children’s experience of coming to
England and communities coming together to look after them. 

The blue tent, Biscay, represents the children’s journey across the Bay of Biscay,
which is a very dangerous part of the ocean. However, we are reminded that the ocean
also helped the children reach safety in England. To All Our Lighthouses, which
resembles a lighthouse and flamenco dress, represents the people who helped to keep
the children safe. 
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‘Look well after yourself’ is a phrase that the artist’s father would say whenever they parted.

Boué’s father was a political exile during the Spanish Civil War. His first job in the UK was to care for the Basque children.
The artist is interested in her father’s memory of the war which he did not often speak about. Boué is also interested in
how special objects can bring back memories. 

Do you have a special object that holds memories?

Basque: The Basque country is in Northern Spain, near to the French Border. The Basque people have their own culture
and language.

Archives: A collection of information about a place, person or group of people. Archives can include letters, photographs
and newspapers.

Neurodivergent: A term used for people whose brain function and thinking style differs to most people.

Political exile: Someone who has to leave their country as punishment.

Flamenco: A traditional song, dance and acoustic instrument. Flamenco comes from Andalucía in Southern Spain. 

Inspired by the fringe on a Spanish tambourine in the university archives, Boué carefully sculpted
100 colourful pom-poms. The yarn comes from sheep in Keighley in Yorkshire, where one hundred
Basque children were given a home. The pom-poms are displayed at different heights as the children
were all different ages when they came to England. 
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