Kathy Prendergast

Kathy Prendergast (born 1958) is an Irish
artist who lives in London.

I In Stasis Field the artist uses found objects to
explore landscape, nature and the human
body.

I
Objects

Prendergast is interested in changing the meaning of objects
that already exist. She does this by displaying the objects in
unusual ways.

Just before you enter the gallery, you will find a
photograph of a brown coat hung from a tree.
This is the artist’s special evening coat.

What does the coat look like?

Comet is made up of a striped mattress, macrameé, hag stones
and four maps. Prendergast likes to make artwork slowly and
take care of the materials she is using.

\ How does the artwork
suggest that a comet

% has just landed on
earth?

Maps
Prendergast believes maps are important symbols of identity,
power and exploration.

As an Irish artist, she is interested in territories and boundaries
as millions of Irish people have migrated to other countries.

Falling Awake includes 16 maps of
Mount Fuji in Japan and a woven
blanket underneath.

Using a mixture of gouache and
watercolour, Prendergast painted
onto the maps and transformed them
into colourful patterns.
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What do the colours hide and what do they tell us?
Why has the artist placed a bed underneath the maps?

Blankets

Prendergast has used many blankets in Stasis Field. The
blankets, which are from the 1950s and 1960s, were used in
hospitals and at home. She remembers using them as a child.

In Fallow Fields, sticks of pussy willow are poking out of 5 neatly
folded blankets. They have been placed up against the wall as
though they have been packed up or tided away.

How does Fallow Fields suggest
journeys?




Key words

Stasis: A long period of stillness.

Found objects: A natural or man-made object that is found and
used by an artist.

Macramé: Textile art that is created with knots.

Identity: A person or group of people’s appearances,
personalities and beliefs.

Territories: An area of land that belongs to a country or person.
Boundaries: The edge of a territory or country.

Migrate: To move to another place or country to live and find
work.

Gouache: A type of paint similar to watercolour but with white
pigment to make it opaque.

Fallow: An adjective used to describe a piece of land or object
that has not been used for a while.
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