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John Hansard Gallery, part of 
the University of Southampton, 
is delighted to announce  
Stasis Field, a compelling new 
exhibition by acclaimed artist 
Kathy Prendergast. 

John Hansard Gallery
8 February – 3 May 2025

#JHGPrendergast

Kathy 
Prendergast
Stasis Field



This captivating show blends drawing, sculpture, 
and installation to explore themes of identity, 
geography, and the human body. Known for her 
meditative and evocative works, Prendergast 
employs materials such as wool, fabric, chalk 
stone, flowers, and found objects to create art that 
resonates on both personal and universal levels. 
Stasis Field features a selection of new pieces 
made especially for John Hansard Gallery, offering 
audiences an intimate experience that intertwines 
memory, transformation, and the passage of time.

A recurring theme in Prendergast’s career is her 
engagement with maps – symbols of exploration, 
identity, and power. Since the 1990s, her practice 
has reimagined maps as emotional and personal 
artefacts. Included in Stasis Field are hand-
coloured works which invite viewers to reflect on 
human connections to land, borders, and the 
histories they carry. Inspired by her Irish 
upbringing during debates about European Union 
membership, Prendergast’s fascination with 
territories and boundaries was shaped by Ireland’s 
evolving identity and the experiences of diaspora 
communities.

The exhibition’s centrepiece is a collection of 
transformed volcanic maps that merge the 
physical and emotional. Prendergast’s hand-
drawn contours and vibrant red accents imbue 
these works with a tactile, almost pulsating energy. 
The delicate addition of stones and flowers further 
connects the maps to the earth, presenting a 
poetic exploration of human impact on 
landscapes. These maps act as meditations on 
how we define space and our relation to the body.

Prendergast’s use of ‘non-precious’ materials, 
such as chalk stone and wool, emphasises their 
connection to the earth, while her signature red 
threads tie the works together, symbolising energy, 
identity, and transformation. The exhibition 
challenges viewers to consider their own sense of 
self, the journeys they’ve undertaken, and the 
boundaries – both visible and invisible – that 
shape their lives.

Stasis Field is a deeply reflective and timely 
exhibition, inviting audiences to contemplate their 
relationship with the land, their histories, and their 
place in an ever-changing world.

Kathy Prendergast is represented by  
Kerlin Gallery, Dublin.

For more information, please contact:

Jack Lewis, Communications Manager,  
John Hansard Gallery
jack@jhg.art 
+44 (0)23 8059 2477

Notes for Editors

Kathy Prendergast
London based Irish artist Kathy Prendergast 
studied at the National College of Art and Design, 
Dublin, and the Royal College of Art, London. Her 
ongoing practice of drawing, installation and 
sculptural works consider issues of sexuality, 
identity, mapping and power, memory and 
loss. Prendergast has exhibited widely, including 
Art Now, Tate 1997, Yokohama Triennale, 2017, 
Venice Biennale representing Ireland in 1995, and 
Irish Museum of Modern Art/IMMA in 2000. Her 
work is represented in many public and private 
collections worldwide, including Arts Council 
England and Arts Council Ireland.

John Hansard Gallery 
John Hansard Gallery is a locally engaged and 
internationally recognised contemporary art 
gallery in Southampton. Being part of the 
University of Southampton, the Gallery aims to 
create extraordinary encounters with the rich 
diversity of contemporary art that inspire people 
and communities to change the world for the 
better. To realise this, the Gallery creates 
innovative and critically acclaimed contemporary 
art exhibitions, events, engagement and research 
projects that excite, challenge, represent and 
reach the widest possible public audience. 
Learning and engagement are at the heart of 
the Gallery and underpin all its activities. The 
innovative education and public programme is 
accompanied by special community-focused 
projects, including activities for all ages and 
levels of experience. John Hansard Gallery was 
established in 1979 and is a National Portfolio 
Organisation supported by Arts Council England. 
jhg.art 
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University of Southampton
The University of Southampton is one of the UK’s 
leading teaching and research institutions, with 
a global reputation for research and scholarship 
across a wide range of subjects. The University 
combines academic excellence with an innovative 
and entrepreneurial approach to research, 
supporting a culture that engages and challenges 
students and staff in their pursuit of learning.
southampton.ac.uk

Arts at University of Southampton: Inspiring arts 
and culture for everyone
Arts at University of Southampton offers a wealth 
of inspiring cultural experiences and opportunities, 
showcasing emerging talent and renowned 
international artists. From visual arts, music and 
literature, to theatre and film, there’s something for 
everyone. The University of Southampton has rich 
heritage and long-standing commitment to arts 
and culture as an essential part of university life.
southampton.ac.uk/arts
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